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shall all receive the Communion, with the priest, every Sunday at the least" many deans and chapters have, most unjustifiably, discontinued the weekly Communion. Whether individual members of chapters consider these observances superstitious or not, it is on these conditions they enjoy their property; and if they cannot conscientiously keep the conditions, they ought conscientiously to resign their places. These things required reform: and forecasting men, seeing no symptoms of improvement, expected that the arm of the LORD would be made bare for vengeance ; and the LORD made use of the state of England as his instrument of chastisement. The state of England, acting on the precedent of Cardinal Wolsey and King Henry the Eighth, has seized a large portion of the property belonging to the deans and chapters, and has reduced the number of canons. May this be a warning to the deans arid chapters, as they now exist! May patrons make the cathedral close the abode of men of learning, and may the members of chapters sacrifice even their private property to render then-cathedral choirs what they ought to be ! May they have strength of mind to sacrifice all they have in the world, rather than elect as a Bishop an unworthy nominee of the crown, if, peradventure the crown nominate a Sabellian, or an Arian, or a Socinian heretic. The reduction of the chapters, in which three devoted men can prevent an unrighteous election, may lead to this good end.
DECALOGUE. The Ten Commandments given by GOD to Moses.
DECRETALS. Letters said to have been written by the pontiffs of primitive times, on certain points or questions in the ecclesiastical law. The decretal epistles were the productions of an obscure writer, who fraudulently prefixed to them the name of Isidore, Bishop of Seville, that it might be thought they had been collected by that illustrious and learned prelate. Some of them had appeared in the eighth century, but in the ninth century they were entirely drawn from their obscurity, and produced with an air of ostentation and triumph, to demonstrate the supremacy of the Roman pontiffs. There is every reason to believe, that those decretals were forged with the knowledge and consent of the Roman pontiffs.